Background: Streptococcus is an important human pathogen which causes a wide variety of diseases. Various virulence factors like adhesins, invasins and toxins are known to contribute to its pathogenesis. The adhesin like collagen binding proteins (CBPs) binds to host resulting in Streptococcal autoimmune sequel like rheumatic heart disease. So far, no study has been made on this context from India. In this study an attempt has been made to study the expression of different CBPs in Group A Streptococcus (GAS) strains from North India.
Results: Acute Coxiella burneti infection as a cause of CAP from 403 patients was detected in 56 (13,89%), but as en only cause of infecton was detected in 51 (12,66%) patients (five patients had mixted etiology). About 90,2% of this patients lived in urbanized areas. The most frequent clinical presentation was an acute febrile process (86,27%) and headache (50,98%). Respiratory symptoms were infrequent. Nausea, vomiting and diarrhea were rare. The total white blood cell count is usually normal, with 41,5% of patients having an elevated count. The most common liver function alteration was elevated transaminase levels (70,59%). Radiologic findings showed lobar opacity in 8 patients, segmental in 19, and interstitial in the rest of the patients. The most frequnt empirical treatment consisted of beta-lactams and tetracyclinces in 29,41%, beta-lactams and quinolones in 25,49%, macrolides alone in 11,76%.
Conclusions: Coxiella burnetii infection is common in Macedonia and early diagnosis and appropriate tretmant is important. doi:10.1016/j.ijid.2008.05.603
